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Intellectual Disagreement in the Light of the Holy Quran: Between Cognitive Diversity and 
the Unity of the Ummah – A Foundational Study

Abstract  Keywords  

 

     This research aims to elucidate the Quranic approach to managing intellectual disagreement and to 
uncover the epistemological, ethical, and practical foundations established by the Holy Quran for 
regulating and guiding disagreement in a way that achieves common interests and preserves societal unity. 

It stems from the central question of how the Holy Quran addresses intellectual disagreement, and the 
principles and methods it employs to manage it while maintaining a balance between respecting 
intellectual diversity and preserving the unity of the Muslim community. The researcher adopted an 
inductive approach to examine the Quranic verses relevant to the study topic and an analytical approach 

to deduce their meanings and extract the principles and rules governing disagreement management 
contained within them. 

The research concluded that intellectual disagreement represents a universal law that the Holy Qur’an 

has acknowledged and dealt with as a reality inherent to human nature, while distinguishing between 
legitimate disagreement based on dil igence and the pursuit of truth, and il legitimate disagreement based 
on fanaticism, transgression, and following desires. It also found that managing intellectual disagreement 
in the Holy Qur’an is based on fundamental principles, the most prominent of which are: referen ce to 

revelation, justice and fairness, dialogue, and preserving the unity of the nation, as well as practical means 
represented by verifying information, referring to people of knowledge and experience, and adopting 
consultation in addressing common issues. The research concluded that the Qur’anic approach has an 

effective ability to address all  contemporary intellectual problems and contribute to building a culture of 
dialogue, coexistence, and civil izational integration. 
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