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The role of the Pakistani intelligence agency ISl in relations
between Pakistan and Afghanistan after the return of the
Taliban to power

Abstract :

Pakistan has succeeded in making Afghanistan an open arena
for its political and security influence since the Soviet
occupation of Afghanistan in 1979. The Pakistani intelligence
agency ISI was able to tighten its grip on the Afghan scene and
control the main actors in it until the emergence of the Taliban
movement, which enjoys close relations with the Pakistani
intelligence agency, which is the official sponsor of the Taliban
movement. The Republic of Afghanistan, which was founded
and supported by the United States of America since its
establishment after the fall of the Taliban in 2001, tried to get
out of the Pakistani sphere of influence by getting closer to
India and opening up to the countries of the region. However,
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after the withdrawal of American forces and the collapse of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan and the escape of its
president, Ashraf Ghani, the equation of governance and power
changed radically after the Taliban was able to control the reins
of power and government. This movement has been active
since the mid-nineties of the last century with the support of
the Pakistani intelligence agency ISI. It seems that the
calculations of the Taliban state differ from those of the
Taliban movement, which is why problems and intersections
between Pakistan and the Taliban have begun to appear,
especially with the existence of border problems inherited for
decades between Pakistan and Afghanistan, in addition to the
file of the Pakistani Taliban, the group that enjoys good
relations with the Afghan Taliban movement and carries out
armed operations against the army and civilians in Pakistan. It
seems that Afghanistan under the Taliban intends to leave the
Pakistani sphere of influence and establish balanced relations
with Turkmenistan, China, Russia, India and other countries in
the region. However, this does not mean that it has adopted the
option of leaving the Pakistani sphere of influence, as there are
major factors of influence in Pakistan's hands to pressure the
Taliban, including political, military, economic and
intelligence factors, in which the Pakistani Intelligence Agency
iIs the most important factor. Despite the complexities and
overlap in the scene and all the tension witnessed in Pakistani-
Afghan relations in more than one aspect, the role of the
Pakistani Intelligence Agency remains the one that resolves
this complex file.
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