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The Historical Development of the Parliamentary System

in Iraq: An Analytical Study within Constitutional and
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Abstract

This research provides an in-depth analytical study of the
historical evolution of the parliamentary system in lIraq,
examining the constitutional and political contexts that have
influenced its development since the establishment of the
modern Iraqi state in 1921. The study begins by analyzing the
parliamentary experience under the monarchy, especially under
the 1925 Basic Law, which laid the foundation for a
constitutional monarchy and a parliamentary system.

It then moves on to explore the disruptions caused by military
coups and the shift towards republican and authoritarian
regimes, during which the role of parliament was marginalized
or rendered symbolic. The research highlights how successive
regimes manipulated or abolished parliamentary practices,
centralizing power within the executive branch and
undermining democratic governance.
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A central focus of the study is the relationship between the
legislative and executive branches in each historical phase, the
balance of powers, and how political ideologies and ruling
elites influenced the shape and function of the parliamentary
system. The study also investigates the impact of social,
sectarian, and ethnic factors on the evolution and efficiency of
the parliamentary institution.
In its final part, the research discusses the post-2003 era,
characterized by the adoption of the 2005 Constitution which
introduced a federal, parliamentary, and democratic system.
However, the implementation of this system has faced
numerous challenges, including political fragmentation,
sectarian-based power-sharing, weak institutional capacity, and
limited public trust in parliament.
The study concludes that the parliamentary system in lrag has
experienced fluctuating periods of institutional growth and
decline. Its future success depends on serious constitutional
and political reforms, the promotion of democratic values,
strengthening of institutional checks and balances, and
reducing the influence of ethno-sectarian divisions and partisan
control.
Keywords: Historical development, parliamentary system,
constitution, political transformation in Irag.
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