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( The Party System and its Role in State-Building in

South Korea: An Analytical Study)
Asst. Dr. Sally Saad Mohameed
College of Law and Political Science / Al-Iraqi University
Ph.D. in Political Science / Political Systems and Public
Policies

Abstract: The development of party life is closely linked to
the process of modern state-building through strengthening
constitutional institutions, expanding political participation,
and consolidating democratic practice. This study examines the
evolution of the party system in South Korea and its
relationship with state-building within the context of the
country’s major political transformations. It argues that prior to
the 1987 democratic transition, the South Korean party system
had a limited impact on state-building and the consolidation of
democratic principles due to the dominance of authoritarian
rule, where political parties were largely formal and weak,
resulting in constrained political representation and limited
societal participation. Following the 1987 democratic
transition, which represented a critical turning point in the
political system, a more coherent and effective party structure
emerged within political life. This development enabled
political parties to play a more significant role in enhancing
political stability, strengthening constitutional institutions, and
broadening popular participation. Although the South Korean
party system has achieved a degree of relative stability in the
post-transition period, it continues to face a range of
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contemporary and future challenges that require institutional
reforms to ensure the sustainability of democratic processes
and state-building efforts. Accordingly, this study highlights
the South Korean experience as a significant case for
understanding the dynamic relationship between democratic
transitions and party system development within the broader
context of modern state-building.

Keywords: Party  System¢<  State  Building <Democratic
Transition <South Korea.
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