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Indo-Pacific Security Alliances: A U.S. Instrument

to Limit Chinese Influence
Asst. Prof. Noor Sabea Khamees Ali
Al-Iragia University — Department of Scientific Affairs
Noor.s.khamees@aliragia.edu.iq

Abstract

This research investigates the concept of the Indo-Pacific and
its geopolitical importance, identifying the region as a central
arena for economic and military competition that has drawn the
strategic focus of major global powers. The first chapter
analyzes the conceptual framework of the Indo-Pacific and its
role in shaping contemporary international policy. The second
chapter examines key U.S.-led security alliances in the
region—namely the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QUAD),
AUKUS, and the Squad—as strategic tools aimed at
reinforcing American influence and constraining China's
regional ambitions. These alliances reflect Washington’s
broader strategy to establish a favorable balance of power. The
third chapter explores China’s response to these alliances and
U.S. policies, highlighting Beijing’s efforts to counter
containment through the strengthening of regional partnerships
and the expansion of the Belt and Road Initiative, thereby
enhancing its economic and political influence.

The study concludes that U.S. security alliances in the Indo-
Pacific are primarily designed to contain China’s rise, while
China pursues a set of counterstrategies focused on regional
engagement and economic integration to preserve its strategic
standing.

Keywords: Indo-Pacific, QUAD Alliance, AUKUS, Squad,
U.S. Security Alliances, China Containment.
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