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Abstract :
The dialectic of authority between the elite and the nation is
one of the central issues in contemporary Islamic political
thought. It is linked to the issue of political authority and the
position of sovereignty in the social structure. In the traditional
Islamic conception, the elite represents scholars, jurists, and
leaders of thought and politics who undertake the task of
interpretation, guidance, and decision-making. The nation, on
the other hand, represents the community of believers who bear
witness to the people and are the source of legitimacy and the
realm of the general will. In contemporary Islamic political
thought, this issue is manifested in two main directions: the
elitist direction, which emphasizes the necessity of the role of
the learned elite in leading the nation based on their legal and
intellectual expertise. It views the nation as a broad group that
may lack the awareness of sovereignty and the ability to
rationalize decisions. This calls for the existence of an elite that
leads and directs in the name of the higher interest. The
populist direction, on the other hand, sees the nation as the
source of legitimate authority and the elite as merely a servant
of its will. This trend draws inspiration from the concepts of
allegiance and consultation and emphasizes that the nation is
the guarantor against tyranny and deviation. It makes it the
supreme authority for Islamic legitimacy. Keywords: elite,
nation, populism.
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