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Turkish Foreign Policy towards Lebanon: Between
the Variables of Reality and the Possibilities of the
Future
Dr. Tamara Kadhim Al-Asadi
Al-Mustansiriya University/College of Political Science

Abstract:

Turkey seeks to enhance its role as a regional power by
expanding its influence in Lebanon, taking advantage of
regional crises, Lebanon’s strategic location, and competition
with Saudi Arabia and the UAE for leadership, as well as
securing its interests in Eastern Mediterranean energy conflicts.
To achieve this, Turkey employs various tools, some hard and
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others soft. Hard tools are manifested in the extent of
intervention in regional crises, while soft tools are exercised
through supporting cultural ties and engaging with different
Lebanese political movements. This reflects the new Ottoman
strategy aimed at strengthening Turkey’s presence and
influence in the region.

Keywords:role« Turkey« Foreign policy, Lebanon.
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