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Disrupting the Work of Local Councils: An
Analytical Study on Redefining the Role of the

Governor
Assistant Lecturer Ayat Ali Safi
Al-Mustansiriya University / College of Political Science

Abstract :

This study addresses the suspension of local councils in Iraqg as
a critical turning point that reshaped power relations within the
local governance  system.  Although  administrative
decentralization after 2003 was designed to empower elected
local councils with representative and oversight functions, their
suspension revealed deep structural flaws in the practice of
decentralization. The research examines the political and legal
contexts that led to the marginalization of these councils and
demonstrates how their absence facilitated the reconfiguration
of the governor’s role as a dominant executive and political
actor beyond traditional administrative boundaries. Employing
a critical analytical approach to constitutional texts and
institutional practice, the study argues that the suspension of
local councils was not a neutral administrative measure but a
political shift that reinforced power centralization and
weakened local accountability and participation. The paper
concludes that meaningful reform of local governance in Iraq
requires restoring institutional balance through a legal
framework that reconciles executive effectiveness with
democratic decentralization and accountability.

Keywords :Local Governance, Administrative Decentralization,
Suspension of Local Councils, Governor’s Role, Local Governance
Accountability <Institutional Balance.
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