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Abstract  Keywords: 

This study presents a rigorous academic critical edition of a theological treatise on the 

divine attribute of Takwīn (Creative Agency), authored by the Ḥanafī scholar Yūsuf ibn 

Muḥammad al-Ghazzī al-Madanī (d. 1291 AH), a work that addresses one of the most 

contested issues in Islamic speculative theology, namely the debate between the Māturīdī 

and Ashʿarī schools over whether Takwīn constitutes a distinct eternal divine attribute 

beyond the seven well-known attributes or is reducible to Power and Will, with the author 

defending the Māturīdī position through Quranic evidence, chiefly the verse "His command, 

when He wills a thing, is only to say to it: Be! and it is"  (Yāsīn: 82), supplemented by 

rational and jurisprudential arguments; the edition is based on two manuscript copies 

designated (A) and (B), with (A) adopted as the base text while (B) serves for comparison 

and variant documentation, revealing that (B) contains serious scribal corruptions such as 

yanṣāq al-nahy for yansāq al-dhihn, while (A) exhibits its own lacunae including the 

corruption of azaliyya into adhaliyya and a full-paragraph duplication in (B) indicating a 

probable disorder in its foliation, making this edition a valuable scholarly contribution to the 

field of Ḥanafī theological manuscript studies. 
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