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Interpretation in the Thought of Mohammed Arkoun: A Critical Study
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Abstract

Arkoun’s thought on exegesis (Tafsir) represents a deconstructive surgical scalpel
aimed at destabilizing the "sacrosanctity of traditional interpretations" rather than the
text itself, by subjecting them to historical and social critique. Scientifically and
doctrinally, he is criticized for superimposing Western methodologies (such as
deconstruction and linguistics) onto the Quran, which dissolves the divinity of
revelation and reduces it to a mere "cultural product" subject to relativity and
interpretive fluidity. The flaw in his project lies in its epistemological nihilism; while he
excels at dismantling ancient mechanisms and exposing their stagnation, he fails to
provide an alternative interpretive framework that builds faith or guides behavior. For
the contemporary Muslim, his utility lies in stimulating the critical mind to sift through
human readings of heritage, without accepting his conclusions that clash with the
immutable constants of Islam. In short, Arkoun is read to benefit from his clever
methodological questions, not to adopt his answers and a philosophy that negates the
uniqueness of the transcendent Divine Revelation.

“ M. M. Ghaith Bahjat Saleh Mahdi Al-Janabi
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