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Abstract

This study examines the features of a theory of tazkiyah in Muhammad Sa'id
Ramadan al-Bouti's commentary on al-Hikam al-'Ata'iyyah. It does not treat tazkiyah as
scattered moral exhortations, but as a conceptual structure grounded in revelation,
spiritual jurisprudence, and the magam of ihsan. The study proceeds from a cautious
premise: al-Bouti did not formulate a complete modern theory of tazkiyah, yet his
commentary contains recurring theoretical elements that can be extracted, organized,
and critically assessed.

The research applies an analytical-critical method, supported by an inductive reading
of al-Bouti's commentary and an usuli approach that relates its concepts to the Qur'an,
the Prophetic Sunnah, and the Sunni tradition of spiritual discipline. The analysis
classifies the extracted concepts into major axes, including tawhid, the heart, action,
intention, self-discipline, remembrance, companionship, and the critique of spiritual
pretension. The study concludes that al-Bouti's commentary contributes to tazkiyah at
three levels: a foundational level that relates purification to servanthood and ihsan, an
educational level that turns aphorisms into principles of inner reform, and a critical
level that challenges the separation between outward religiosity and inward realization.
The study also argues that al-Bouti's project remains in need of further conceptual
systematization and comparative analysis if it is to function as an independent
educational theory.

* Dr. Abu Bakr Muwaffag Ahmed

abobakir.muafak@imamaladham.edu.iq
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