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A Stylistic Study of the Structures of Verbal Sentences in the Poetry of Helmi Salem
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Abstract

This study develops a stylistic analytical framework centered on the structure of verbal sentences in the
poetry of Helmi Salem, aiming to examine how these syntactic structures generate semantic, phonetic,
and narrative meanings within the context of contemporary Egyptian poetry. The study addresses the
limited scholarly attention devoted to the grammatical structure of verbal sentences as a fundamental
component in shaping semantic movement and the textual voice, particularly in the works of a poet
whose writings combine modernist aesthetics with social and political concerns. The significance of the
study lies in demonstrating that the analysis of verbal sentence structures provides a deeper
understanding of the interaction among core grammatical constituents—namely the subject, direct
object, adverbial object, circumstantial accusative (hal), and adverb of time and place—and their rolein
constructing events and guiding critical interpretation. The research seeks to identify recurring and
distinctive structural patterns in Helmi Salem’s poetry and to clarify the contribution of these
grammatical elements to meaning-making through a functional grammatical approach that integrates
linguistic formwith literary content. Employing a descriptive-analytical structural methodology, the study
analyzes a selected corpus of poems from different periods of the poet’s career, illustrating how the verb
functions as the driving force of events and generates spatiotemporal tension. The analysis is grounded
in Functional Grammar and contemporary literary criticism. The findings reveal that the structure of the
verbal sentence constitutes a central mechanism for producing movement and meaning, as the syntactic
relationship amongthe subject, directobject, adverbial object, and circumstantial expressions directs the
progression of events and creates spatiotemporal dynamics that enrich critical interpretation.
Furthermore, the placement of these grammatical constituents adds multiple semantic layers, shaping
the impact of the verbal action on both the physical and conceptual levels while offering broader
interpretive perspectives on the relationship between the poetic subject and the social and political
realities reflected in the poems.
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