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Abstract

This research aims to study the representations of exile and manifestations of
alienation in the diwan "Inscriptions on a Palm Trunk" by the poet Yahya Al-
Samawi, and to reveal the artistic and semantic dimensions that contributed to
shaping this poetic experience. The research begins with the premise that for Al-
Samawi, exile was not merely a physical separation from the homeland, but rather
transformed into a comprehensive existential experience reflected at various
levels of the poetic text, becoming closely linked to psychological, political, and
social alienation. This research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach to
uncover and artistically analyze the manifestations of exile and alienation in the
collection of poems. This was achieved through a study of the image of the lost
place and the expressions of longing and memory, as well as by observing
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manifestations of psychological fragmentation, self-disintegration, and existential
anxiety. The study also analyzed images of political and social alienation
associated with tyranny, occupation, and the collapse of values. The research
demonstrated that the poet successfully employed place as a symbol of identity
and belonging. Furthermore, he effectively utilized techniques of poetic imagery,
symbolism, paradox, repetition, and intertextuality to construct a poetic discourse
that embodies the suffering of the Iragi people in exile. The research concluded
that the collection "Inscriptions on a Palm Trunk" represents a significant poetic
and human document that expresses the tragedy of exile and alienation. It
contributes to presenting a poetic vision that combines the personal dimension
with collective concerns, thus granting Yahya al-Samawi's experience its unique
artistic and intellectual character within contemporary Iragi poetry.

Keywords: Exile, Alienation, Yahya al-Samawi, Iraqi Poetry, Poetic Place, Palm
Tree
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