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The constitutional and legal organization of political

parties and the electoral process in Iraq after 2003

Abstract:

The relationship between political parties and the electoral
process is an absolute and inseparable one, as the former
depends on the latter and vice versa. The nature of party
organization and activity in lraq before Y- :Ydiffered from the
nature of party activity and organization after Y. +Y. Before

Y+« ¥, the ruling party was the sole party controlling all aspects
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of the political system, and electoral participation exceeded
%3A. However, this differed from the situation after Y. .Y,
Following the entry of US forces into Baghdad and the
overthrow of the political regime, comprehensive political,
social, economic, and legal changes occurred, including the
nature of party and electoral activity. Most of these parties
exploited the general situation and tailored an electoral system
to their own liking, ensuring their control over the political
system. This was compounded by the weak implementation of
laws and legislation regulating party activity and the electoral

process.

Keywords: Political parties, electoral system, Independent

High Electoral Commission.
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