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Abstract
The Kingdom of Al-Hirah was one of the most prominent Arab
kingdoms before Islam, playing a vital role in bridging the cultural
and political relations between the Arabs and the Sasanian Empire.
Its strategic location along the Euphrates River enabled it to flourish
politically, economically, and socially, making it a significant center
for urban development, trade, and cultural activity. Al-Hirah was
characterized by a diverse population composed of the Arab Ta-
nukh tribes, the indigenous ‘Abbad Christians (Nestorians), and al-
lied groups, creating a mixed society that contributed to the spread
of Christianity and literacy in the Arabian Peninsula.
Economically, Al-Hirah benefited from agriculture, animal hus—
bandry, and various local industries such as textiles, metalworks,
ceramics, and leather crafts. Its location on trade routes connect—
ing Iraq, the Arabian Peninsula, and Syria made it a hub for caravan
trade and facilitated the exchange of goods and cultural influence.
A unique feature of Al-Hirah was the institution of Al-Wadha’ (the
Wadha’/Al-Wadha’ soldiers), which represented a military and ad-
ministrative system linked to the Sasanian state. These units played
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strategic roles in defending the western borders, supporting the kings
of Al-Hirah, and maintaining the Sasanian influence in the region.
The Wadha’ were sometimes misinterpreted by historians as hos—
tages or foreign troops, but evidence shows they were an organized
military and political force integrated into the kingdom’s gover—
nance.
Overall, Al-Hirah was not only a political and military ally of the Sa—
sanian Empire but also a cultural and economic center that contrib—
uted to the dissemination of the Arabic language, literacy, and the
Nestorian Christian faith before the advent of Islam.
Keywords: Al-Hirah, , Tanukh, ‘Abbad Christians, Wadha’, Sasa—
nian Empire, , Nestorian Christianity
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Al-Thakawat Al-Biedh Magazine

Website address
White Males Magazine
Republic of Iraq
Baghdad / Bab Al-Muadham
Opposite the Ministry of Health
Department of Research and Studies
Communications
managing editor
07739183761
P.O. Box: 33001
International standard number
ISSN 2786-1763
Deposit number
In the House of Books and Documents
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