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The Political Crisis in South Korea: Causes,

Repercussions, and Future Prospects
Assistant Teacher Hadeel Ibrahim Mohammed

hadeelibrahim@uokirkuk.edu.iq

Abstract

The Republic of Korea has gone through a difficult
transitional period, particularly following the crisis triggered by
President Yoon Suk-yeol’s declaration of martial law in late
2024, which affected the country’s political, economic, and
social conditions. Despite widespread public opposition to this
declaration—which was reflected in the National Assembly’s
rejection of it and its defiance of the president by convening
and breaking through the state of emergency and the taking to
the streets by thousands of protesters; however, the
repercussions of this crisis have significantly affected the
political, economic, and social conditions. as this crisis sought
to undermine South Korean democracy and had repercussions
on economic stability through a sharp decline in the value of
the local currency (the won), as well as its effects on foreign
investment in both the short and medium terms. Furthermore,
its impact on the social fabric cannot be overlooked. The
research question focuses on the main query: How did the
declaration of martial law affect the performance of political
and constitutional institutions? Sub-questions include: How did
the political crisis between the President and the National
Assembly in South Korea develop? What factors influenced
this crisis? What were the economic repercussions of this crisis
in the short and medium term? What were its regional and
international repercussions? Did the crisis affect South Korea’s
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