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Abstract Keywords 

 

 The purified Prophetic Sunnah stands as the second source of Islamic legislation. God appointed 
eminent critics to safeguard the faith through rigorous methodological principles, embodied in the 

science of *‘i lal al -hadith* (the study of subtle defects in hadith). The book *Al -Tamyiz* by Imam Muslim 
ibn al-Hajjaj stands out as a cornerstone among early applied treatises that established the principles of 
practical criticism and the meticulous scrutiny of narrations. 

The research addresses the task of refuting a long-standing Orientalist claim—advanced by scholars such 
as Goldziher, Schacht, and Caetani —which alleges that the methodology of Hadith scholars lacked 
substantive criticism of the text (*matn*) and was confined merely to the formal aspects of the chain of 
transmission (*isnad*). To achieve this objective, the study employs an inductive-analytical approach, 

selecting case studies from the book *al -Tamyiz*—specifically those instances where the critique (*i‘lal*) 
focused on the text itself—and analyzing them in l ight of the established methodol ogies of the great 
masters of Hadith criticism. 

The significance of this research lies in highlighting the meticulous attention scholars of Hadith devoted 
to the criticism of the *matn* (text) of the Hadith. It demonstrates how they util ized criteria such as 
verbal inconsistency, semantic irregularity, additions, and interpolations —among others—as definitive 
grounds for identifying defects in narrations. The study reaches key conclusions, most notably: 

establishing that the critical analysis of the Hadith text—in all  its aspects, whether verbal or semantic—
was an authentic practice among Hadith scholars centuries before the emergence of modern objections; 
and providing decisive empirical evidence that refutes contemporary challenges regarding the recording 
and critical evaluation of the Sunnah. 
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