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Abstract

The issue of assigning rationales to acts of worship involves a fundamental question:
are these acts based on specific, discernible rationales or not? If they are, what is the
nature of these rationales? This research addresses this issue by demonstrating that
acts of worship are indeed grounded in rationales—though not in the form of explicit,
strictly defined causes (*‘ilal*), but rather through underlying interests (*masalih*) and
wisdoms (*hikam*). The study clarifies the relevant terminology and establishes criteria
to facilitate the identification of the type of rationale involved. It presents the views of
scholars on the matter and examines Quranic texts that elucidate the interests and
wisdoms behind acts of worship, alongside the interpretations of exegetes. Ultimately,
the research concludes that acts of worship are devoid of explicit, strictly defined
causes; instead, they are linked to interests the Creator intended to realize and to

wisdoms dictated by His divine wisdom.

*Dr. Shaima lbrahim Kazem Rashid Al-Azzawi
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