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The Hadiths Containing the Expression “Seventy” in Sahih Muslim: A Study
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Abstract

This study examines the hadiths containing the term “Seventy” and its multiples in
Sahih Muslim through an analytical approach. It aims to identify their linguistic, legal,
and rhetorical implications and to determine whether the number is intended literally
or figuratively according to the context of each hadith. The research adopts an
inductive method to collect the relevant narrations and an analytical method to
examine their wording, classical commentaries, and scholarly interpretations. It also
includes hadith authentication, explanations of unfamiliar terms, and the extraction of
theological, jurisprudential, and educational benefits. The study concludes that the
term “Seventy” appears in various contexts, including creed, acts of worship, the events
of the Hereafter, Paradise and Hell, and virtues. Its meaning varies according to
contextual indicators, sometimes referring to the actual number and at other times
expressing abundance, emphasis, or magnification. The research highlights the
precision of the Prophetic style in employing numerical expressions to convey
educational, spiritual, and legislative meanings and recommends further thematic
studies on other numerical expressions in the Prophetic Sunnah.
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