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Some Reflections on Transferring Non- Arabic Terms Into
Arabic

Rafi" M. Hussein Al-Mahdawi /Dept of English/College of Arts

A meticulous study of Arabic indicates that it is not easy to decide which method is the most feasible in the mechanism of
receiving new concepts imported to Arabic from other languages. Arabic, generally speaking employs six major methods for
coining new labels for concepts transferred crosslinguistically. These methods might be classified into the following:
Transliteration- the phonemic structure of the English term is transferred into Arabic. Certain transformations might be
implied to cope with the differences between the phonological systems of Arabic and English. The morphemic hybridization-
according to this method part of the terms coined in Arabic belongs to the English language , the other is Arabic. The
semantic extension- an old Arabic term is used with different meaning to be used as an equivalent for the transferred term.
The derivation- driving a term from Arabic to be used as label for a transferred one. The compounding- two or more words
are compounded to stand as a label for the transferred. . Lastly, the loan translation- where a phrase or compound word is
used to translate a foreign term into Arabic. Some general principles in handling new concepts are reviewed to achieve a
touch down in this realm of translation which is triggered by the needs of crosslinguistic relations among languages to cope
with new scientific findings and innovations. The data utilized have been sifted from a fairly large sampling of materials ,

those actually quoted , though far from been exhaustive , have been selected so as to be representative of the whole.
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