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Abstract

This study focuses on analyzing the methodology of the historian Zayn al-
Din Ibn al-Wardi (D. 749 AH/1348 AD) in recording the causes and impacts
of the phenomenon of inflation (high prices), according to his book (Tarikh
Ibn al-Wardi), between the years (643-748 AH/1245-1347 AD). This
research is built on the basis of the analytical and comparative historical
method, with the aim of highlighting the characteristics of Ibn al-Wardi's
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approach in recording economic conditions, by comparing his narratives
with those of his contemporary historians such as: Al-Magqrizi, Ibn Kathir,
Ibn Taghribirdi, and several others.

The study refers to six main cases of price increases and clarifies its
results. The causes of inflation are divided into three types: direct natural
causes such as (low Nile water levels, locust attacks, lack of rain), human
political causes (sieges, financial corruption, power vacuums), and
complex causes which are a mixture of several factors.

Furthermore, the study proved that Ibn al-Wardi recorded economic and
social causes and impacts with great precision and used the economic
term for inflation (Al-Ghala) (high prices) in a scientific manner. In the
comparison, it reveals that he possessed a broad socio-economic vision
in writing history, while other historians focused more on political and
military aspects. This characteristic is attributed to his background as a
judge and a comprehensive intellectual, which is the reason for his greater
sensitivity toward the living conditions and livelihoods of the people during
his era.
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