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Abstract

This research aims to explore and analyze the determinants of dysfunctional audit behavior
among external auditors in Iraq and their implications for audit quality. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical approach, a survey was developed and distributed to a purposive sample of practicing
auditors in Iragi audit firms and professional offices. The statistical analysis revealed significant
findings; the reliability of the research instrument was confirmed by a high Cronbach's Alpha
coefficient of (0.730). Furthermore, the results indicated a statistically significant negative
correlation (-0.753) between the determinants of behavioral deviation and audit quality. Regression
analysis demonstrated that these determinants—encompassing time, economic, and social
pressures—explain (56.7%) of the variance in audit quality (R* = 0.567). The study concluded that
the erosion of ethical values, time budget pressure, and economic dependence on clients represent
the most critical challenges undermining auditor independence in the Iragi professional
environment. Accordingly, the research recommends the necessity of activating and updating the
Professional Code of Conduct and establishing a minimum threshold for audit fees to mitigate
pressures that lead to the deterioration of audit performance quality.
Keywords: Dysfunctional Audit Behavior, Audit Quality, Time Budget Pressure, Auditor
Independence, Iraqi Professional Environment.
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