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Abstract:

The study of Russian expansion into the Baltic states represents a
significant field of historical inquiry, as it sheds light on the political, strategic, and
religious motivations that shaped Russian foreign policy. Following its liberation
from nearly two and a half centuries of Mongol domination, Russia sought to
overcome its geopolitical isolation by securing access to the Baltic Sea, thereby
establishing direct political, economic, and commercial links with Europe.
Alongside these geopolitical objectives, religious considerations also played a
crucial role in directing Russian attention toward the Baltic region, particularly in
response to the growing influence of Catholicism, which was perceived as a

challenge to the predominance of Eastern Orthodox Christianity.

The limited availability of scholarly sources on this topic presents a
considerable challenge. Nevertheless, the researcher was able to consult a
number of valuable references, including Political Developments in Tsarist

Russia (862-1917) by Ali Hadi Abbas Al-Mahdawi.

This paper is organized into three main sections. The first examines
Russian expansion during the period 1492-1688. The second analyzes the
expansionist policies pursued between 1689 and 1904. The third explores the

reactions of the Baltic states in the aftermath of the 1905 Russian Revolution.
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