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Report and suggestion in the predictive opening scene of the feature film
Asst. Lect. Fawz Issam Kamel AL-Azzawy
Teaching position in the First Vocational Education Directorate of Karkh

Abstract

The opening scene in a feature film plays a crucial role in establishing the
starting point from which the viewer can understand the film's nature and main
theme. This, in turn, serves as the starting point for the unfolding events within
the film. Through it, we can identify the allusions represented by the symbols or
signs present in the film, which aim to explore the semantic structures inherent
in the discourses and human activities embodied in relationships, whether
linguistic, iconic, or kinetic. The research problem stems from the following
question: How do reportage and allusion function within the predictive
framework of the opening scene in a feature film? The first section, "The
Declarative and Suggestive Structure,” discussed Roland Barthes' dualistic
approach, drawing on the work of Saussure, who allowed for the emergence and
production of meaning. This relationship between declaration and suggestion is
no less important than the suggestive value inherent in the relationship itself,
conveyed through psychological, social, and cultural indicators that reveal to the
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viewer what the initial meaning conceals.The second section, "Predictiveness
and the Nature of the Opening Scene," examined the director's activation of a set
of declarative and suggestive functions to draw the viewer into the film's events
through the opening scene and its inherent declarative and suggestive elements.
This scene possesses an artistic and stylistic structure that distinguishes it from
the other elements of the text. The third section, "Declarative Ness and
Suggestiveness in the Structure of Cinematic Films," explored several visual,
auditory, representational, and formal structures and their relationship to the
opening scene as a primary unit containing the prediction related to the overall
structure of the film. Chapter Three (Research Procedures) contained the
research methodology: the research population, the research sample, the
research instrument, and the unit of analysis. Chapter Four presented an analysis
of the film sample, consisting of the film *The Pianist* by Roman Polanski. The
analysis was followed by a number of results and conclusions, and
alistofsources.

Keywords: Report, suggestion, prediction, opening scene, cinematic discourse
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