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The Degree of Visual Thinking Skills Possession Among History Department
Faculty Members from Their Students' Perspective
Elaf Mohammed Abbas

Abstract
One unique cognitive activity that is essential to promoting creativity and
innovation is visual thinking. Teachers can raise students' awareness and make it
easier for them to see and understand information using the aspects of visual
thinking. In turn, this helps educational institutions realize their teaching objectives
and raise student achievement. Visual thinking is essentially the process of
converting pictures and maps into verbal information that makes sense. The
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researcher used a descriptive methodology appropriate for the study's objectives.
Two hundred male and female students from the Department of History at the
College of Education for Human Sciences, University of Karbala, were chosen at
random to make up the research sample. On the other hand, A 20-item
questionnaire covering four important dimensions—perception, discrimination,
interpretation, and visual communication—was used to gauge visual thinking. The
questionnaire was given to the sample in the second semester of the 2025-2026
academic year after the instrument's validity and reliability were confirmed
(Cronbach's alpha = 0.92; test-retest reliability = 0.77). The Least Significant
Difference (LSD) test, the independent-samples t-test, and the one-sample t-test
were used to statistically examine the data. The goal of the study was to give a
clear evaluation of the degree of visual thinking exhibited by Department of
History faculty members from the viewpoint of their students, looking at how these
student perceptions relate to academic success. With a mean score of 71.32, which
is significantly higher than the hypothetical mean of 57 (SD = 9.95, computed t-
value = 20.34), the results demonstrated a high degree of visual thinking adoption
among the University of Karbala's history department professors. Additionally, the
gender variable did not appear to be responsible for any statistically significant
differences. On the academic level variable, however, there were statistically
significant differences that favoured first and second-year students (LSD = 2.47) .
However, based on these results, the study came to the conclusion that, despite the
narrative nature of the subject matter, the Department of History faculty members
are highly skilled at using visual thinking techniques, such as pictorial maps and
illustrations, which had a positive impact on their students' evaluations. As a result,
the researcher suggests focusing on the growth of visual thinking in the field of
education by incorporating these abilities into instructional strategies. Additionally,
future research is suggested to investigate additional factors that impact visual
thinking.
Keywords: Visual Thinking Skills, Faculty Members< Degree of Possession.
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