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Violence Representations in the Iraqi Personality: An Anthropological
Study in the Al-Hamza District — Al-Diwaniya Governorate
Asst. Lecturer Faten Jawad Kazem
General Directorate of Education in Al-Diwaniya Governorate / Al-Hakeem
Intermediate School for Boys

Abstract

This research aims to:ldentify the cultural and behavioral patterns that either
promote or limit violence.Understand Iraqi personality patterns within the
context of violence. Determine the cultural and social components embedded in
the Iragi personality that can be activated to promote the values of tolerance and
reduce a culture of violence in the future.The study examines representations of
violence in Iragi personality, influenced by family and tribal inheritance, and by
the resulting strict paternal authority. This has repercussions on family members
as they acquire behaviors of practicing violence within the family setting. The
research also considers what the society has undergone in terms of wars and
crises, and how these have affected the structure of Iraqi personality. In addition,
the study addresses the impact of class differences and economic pressures on
the disintegration of the Iraqi family. Political conflicts and the influence of
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various media tools have also contributed to the emergence of representations of
violence within Iragi personality.The research was conducted in the Al-Hamza
District in Al-Diwaniya Governorate, Iraq, through a study of a group of
individuals and social groups from diverse categories with differing social,
economic, and cultural levels. The anthropological approach was employed—
especially the descriptive and interpretive (cognitive/analytic) approaches. The
research relied on field data collection tools, represented by participant
observation and in-depth interviews.The most important findings confirm that
violence is not merely an isolated individual behavior; rather, it is the result of
complex interactions that include cultural, economic, and political dimensions,
making it part of the structure of everyday life. The successive wars have
contributed to entrenching a culture of fear and instability, leading some groups
to normalize violence as a coercive mechanism for adapting to a deteriorating
reality. The study also revealed a contradiction between official discourse that
rejects violence and practices that justify it—especially in issues of honor and
prestige, and in power struggles. It showed that tribal customs and traditions
help to permit violence through concepts such as revenge (blood feud) and tribal
“tribunal/tribal beating” practices.It further appeared that violence within the
family is directly associated with economic pressures and the loss of social
status, and that it is practiced as a compensatory means to confront feelings of
powerlessness and loss.

Keywords :Representations, Iragi personality, Violence.
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