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The Relationship Between Blended Learning and Creative Thinking
Patterns of University Students
Lecturer Sajjad Ayub Saleh /
University of Wasit / Internal Departments
Abstract
This research aims to explore the relationship between blended learning and
creative thinking patterns among university students, in light of the digital
transformations taking place in higher education and global trends toward
integrating face-to-face learning with e-learning to enhance learning
effectiveness and develop students' higher mental abilities .The research
problem stemmed from the observation of the weaknesses of traditional
education outcomes in developing creative thinking skills, compared to the
opportunities offered by blended learning for interaction, self-learning, and the
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use of digital technologies in knowledge building. Hence, the main question
arose :What is the nature of the relationship between blended learning and
creative thinking patterns among university students?

The research adopted the descriptive correlational approach, given its suitability
to the nature of the problem, and was applied to a sample of (300) male and
female students from various colleges (Education, Science, Engineering, and
Arts) at several Iragi universities (University of Baghdad, University of Wasit,
and University of Babylon .(Two main research tools were used .:The blended
learning questionnaire, which measures the effectiveness of blended learning
environments in the areas of electronic interaction, flexibility, technical support,
and content design ..A scale of creative thinking patterns based on the
dimensions of (fluency, flexibility, originality, aesthetic sense, and intellectual
risk.(The results showed that the level of implementation of blended learning in
Iraqi universities was average, tending to good. Students also demonstrated
average to high levels of creative thinking skills, particularly in the dimensions
of fluency and flexibility .The results of the statistical analysis (Pearson's
correlation coefficient and regression analysis) indicated a statistically
significant positive correlation between blended learning and creative thinking
styles, indicating that the effectiveness of blended learning contributes to
developing students' abilities to think in new and unfamiliar ways. The results
also showed that students who received their courses through blended learning
to a higher degree demonstrated higher levels of creative thinking compared to
their peers in traditional courses. The results did not reveal significant
differences between genders, but differences in favor of scientific disciplines
appeared in some dimensions of creative thinking .The research concluded that
blended learning represents an effective approach to developing creative
thinking styles among university students, as it provides a flexible and
interactive learning environment that supports self-directed and independent
learning .The researcher recommended *Developing the infrastructure for
blended learning in universities. Training faculty members to design interactive
digital content *Adopting blended learning as a strategic option in
undergraduate student preparation programs .Conducting subsequent studies on
the relationship between blended learning and other higher-order thinking skills,
such as analysis, criticism, and problem-solving.
Keywords: Blended learning — Creative thinking — Thinking styles — University
education — E-learning — Academic creativity
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