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Modern Trends in Adopting Electronic Systems for Punishment
Implementation: A Comparative Study
A.L. Hassanein Yahya Abbas
College of Archaeology — Al-Qadisiyah University
Abstract

This study addresses the topic of Modern Trends in Adopting Electronic Systems
for Punishment: A Comparative Study between lIraq and the UAE, highlighting the
digital transformation in contemporary penal policy and examining the extent to
which Iraqgi legislation aligns with this technological leap¢ The study's significance
stems from the distinctiveness of the UAE experience, a highly developed Arab
legislative environment that has made significant strides in this field< This is
evidenced by Federal Decree-Law No« (40) of 2023 concerning Correctional and
Penal Institutions, and prior to that, Decree No« (17) of 2018, which meticulously
regulated electronic monitoring as an alternative to traditional institutions, in line
with the principles of humanizing punishment <The problem addressed in this study
stems from the legislative gap in the Iragi Penal Code No« (111) of 1969 and the
Code of Criminal Procedure No« (23) of 1971« These laws lack a comprehensive
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substantive and procedural framework for electronic measures (such as electronic
bracelets)c In contrast, the UAE legislature has effectively and efficiently
implemented these technological alternativesc Through its comparative
methodology, the study concludes that adopting electronic systems contributes,
both theoretically and practically, to reducing prison overcrowding and eliminating
the negative criminal consequences of mixed-gender incarceration« Furthermore, it
promotes the philosophy of social rehabilitation outside the walls of the penal
institution« The study recommends that the Iraqgi legislature intervene swiftly by
enacting explicit legislative amendments or a specific law regulating electronic
alternative penalties and measures, drawing inspiration from the successful UAE
experience« This should be accompanied by strict legal controls to ensure the
protection of privacy and human rights, and by clearly defining the judicial and
executive bodies responsible for monitoring the electronic obligations of convicts,
in accordance with the latest developments in modern criminal policy:s

Keywords: Electronic sanctions - Electronic bracelet - Electronic monitoring -
Electronic alternatives to punishment - Virtual prison
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