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Ilisu Dam and Its Impact on Iraq’s Water Resources: A Historical Study
Assistant Professor Dr. Hiba Ahmed Jameel Jassim
University of Misan, College of Basic Education- Department of History
hibah3348@gmail.com
Abstract:

this study aims to examine and analyze the water crisis in Irag in terms of its
quantitative and qualitative dimensions, as well as to identify the major challenges
facing water security in the country. The study adopted the descriptive-analytical
approach as the most suitable method for examining water-related phenomena and
analyzing their various dimensions. The research reached several important
findings, most notably that the construction of the Ilisu Dam caused a significant
reduction in the inflow of the Tigris River, leading to an imbalance in water
distribution between upstream and downstream countries and reducing Iraq’s
ability to meet its agricultural, industrial, and domestic water needs. Furthermore,
the decline in water flow directly affected agricultural production, resulting in
shrinking cultivated areas, reduced food production, increased dependence on
imports, and rising levels of food insecurity. In addition, water resources have
become a political pressure tool between Turkey and Irag, which has further
complicated bilateral relations and weakened opportunities for fair water
cooperation. Accordingly, the study recommends strengthening water cooperation
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between Iraq and Turkey through binding and equitable agreements on water
distribution that guarantee the rights of downstream countries.

Keywords: Ilisu Dam, Tigris River, Euphrates River, Iraq, Turkey, Water Security,
Water Resources, Dams.
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