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Theatrical Action and Its Relationship to Space in the Performance of the
Iraqgi Actor.
Assistant Lecturer Sajjad Raheem Ne'mah.
Imam Ja'far Al-Sadiq University — Dhi Qar Branch

Abstract

The theatrical space in modern theatre has undergone significant
transformations that have contributed to reshaping the structure of performance
and the mechanisms through which meaning is produced. It is no longer
perceived as a neutral container; rather, it has become an active and generative
element of theatrical action. These transformations are closely associated with
the actor as the primary source of performative energy within the space, where
bodily movement interacts with the spatial environment and its historical,
cultural, and social dimensions that reflect the identity and specificity of a
community.The concept of space has been examined by numerous Western and
Arab philosophers and thinkers from various perspectives, viewing it as a
container, a dwelling, or a semiotic field capable of generating meaning. Such
perspectives were reflected in the practices of modern theatre directors and
theorists such as Peter Brook, Eugenio Barba, and Antonin Artaud, who
positioned space as a central component in the construction of theatrical
performance.These spatial transformations were also evident in lIragi theatre
through the works of Sami Abdul Hamid, Abbas Rahik, and Faez Miran, where
theatrical space became a fundamental axis in shaping performative action and
redefining the relationship between the actor and the theatrical environment.
Consequently, space emerged as a dynamic medium for producing new
aesthetic and intellectual meanings within contemporary theatrical performance
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