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Women: Between Victim and Perpetrator In the short story collection

Displacement Towards the Possible by Maytham al-Khazraji
Huda Hameed Nayyef Almnhalawy
Republic of Iraq — Ministry of Higher Education and Scientific Research —
University of Wasit — Faculty of Education for Pure

Abstract

This research aims to trace the features of femininity in the short story collection
Exile Toward the Possible by Maytham Al-Khazraji, moving beyond the binary
classification (victim/executioner) toward a more complex hermeneutic
interpretation. The problem statement arises from the question: Does the collection
grant women a genuine voice, or does it confine them within the circles of pain and
madness? And what is the significance of their transformation into a symbol of
war?The research adopts an approach that combines cultural criticism, feminist
psychoanalysis, and symbolic hermeneutics, dividing the characters into four
layers: the mother (Layla, Umm Salman, the narrator's mother), the beloved and the
daughter (Rugayya, Amina), the wife (Su'ad, Umm Abdullah), and the female as a
metaphor for war.The research is distinguished by its analysis of the very
mechanisms of narrative marginalization, tracing how the narrator silences women
rather than how he speaks about them. It links the images of women to trauma
theories and the psychology of post-violence, revealing the relationship between
the fragmentation of consciousness and the fragmentation of female identity.
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The research concludes that Al-Khazraji succeeded in conveying the image of the
Iragi woman in terms of diagnostic honesty rather than feminist achievement. As
long as the narrator is male, woman remains a subject, not a self; a body that is
mentioned, not a voice that is heard.
Keywords: Woman, Short Story, Exodus Toward the Possible, Mitham Al-
Khazraji.
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