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Abstract

The importance of this study lies in examining emotional intelligence among volleyball referees
in the Republic of lraq and analyzing the impact of daily social responsibilities and
psychological pressures on their officiating performance during matches. The research problem
emerged from the challenges and pressures encountered by referees while managing
competitions, as well as the noticeable variation in officiating performance from one match to
another, which has contributed to the occurrence of refereeing errors in the Iragi Volleyball
League.

The study aimed to analyze the items of the Emotional Intelligence Scale among international
and first-class volleyball referees in the Republic of Iraq. The researchers adopted the
descriptive method using survey, correlational, and comparative approaches, as they were
appropriate for addressing the research problem and achieving the study objectives.

The research population consisted of international and first—class volleyball referees in Iraq.
The study sample included 40 referees, representing 70% of the officially accredited referees
registered with the Iraqgi Central Volleyball Federation during the 2025-2026 sports season.

The researchers employed the Emotional Intelligence Scale developed by Mohammed Arab
1965




(2013), in addition to the official officiating performance evaluations issued by the Central
Referees Committee. The collected data were statistically analyzed using the Statistical
Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS).

The results indicated that several items of the Emotional Intelligence Scale had a negative
influence on both emotional intelligence and the officiating performance of international and
first—class volleyball referees in Iraq. Based on these findings, the researchers recommended
adopting the results of the present study as an indicator for the classification and evaluation of
international and first—class volleyball referees in the Republic of Iraq.

Keywords: Emotional Intelligence, Officiating Performance, Volleyball Referees, Republic of

Iraq.
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