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Abstract:
This study explores the concept of humanism in Arab thought as articu—
lated by the Algerian thinker Mohammed Arkoun, comparing it with the
historical development of Western intellectual traditions. The researcher
argues that the notion of humanism emerged in the West as a reaction to
the absolute religious dominance exerted by the Church during the Mid—
dle Ages. This prompted Western thinkers to focus on human reason as
the foundation of progress and revival.
- The paper highlights Arkoun’s efforts to identify a comparable model
“ within the Islamic tradition, drawing upon the works of Abu Hayyan al-
Tawhidi and Miskawayh from the 3rd and 4th centuries AH, whom he
considers early representatives of a humanist tendency in classical Arab
thought.
The study also discusses the connection between Arkoun’s critical project
and humanism, noting that his understanding of humanism intersects
with secularism. According to Arkoun, liberating reason from traditional
religious ideologies enables a more scientific understanding of religious
texts and Islamic history. The paper further examines the position of
Moroccan thinker Mohammed Abed Al-Jabri, who adopts Ibn Rushd’s
model as a foundation for rational revival. However, Al-Jabri rejects the
Western concept of «dialogue of civilizations,» arguing that any civiliza—
tional interaction must be based on mutual interests rather than random
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cultural integration.

The study concludes that while Arkoun and Al-Jabri share a commit—
ment to reinterpreting Arab-Islamic heritage through a modern critical
lens, they differ fundamentally in how they envision the relationship be-
tween Islam and modern rationalism. Finally, the research underscores
that the question of whether a true Arab renaissance is possible remains
unresolved.

Keywords:HumanismMz Mohammed Arkoun,Mohammed Abed Al
Jabri —Rationalism — Islamic Heritage — Critical Approach — Secularism —
Ibn Rushd, Al-Tawhidi and Miskawayh, Dialogue of Civilizations
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