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The Significance of Invariable Verbs According to Grammarians and
Commentators
Nadia Abdul-Ridha Abdullah
Abstract

This study aims to investigate the semantic significance of invariable verbs (static
verbs) from the perspectives of grammarians and Qur’anic exegetes, and to reveal
their grammatical, semantic, and rhetorical dimensions within the Qur’anic text, as
one of the topics that combine linguistic analysis with Qur’anic interpretation. The
study begins by clarifying the concept of the invariable verb in Arabic grammar, its
characteristics, and its major types, such as: laysa , ni ‘ma , bi’sa , ‘asa , and rafiga,
while explaining their grammatical rules and syntactic functions within the Arabic
sentence. The study then examines the of Qur’anic exegetes toward these verbs and
the ways in which they employed them in directing Qur’anic meaning,
demonstrating that their functions extend beyond the grammatical level to include
rhetorical, argumentative, and pragmatic dimensions. The research adopts a
descriptive-analytical method through tracing occurrences of invariable verbs in the
Holy Qur’an and analyzing selected examples from major works of Qur’anic
exegesis, particularly those of Al-Tabari, Al-Zamakhshari, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi,
Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi, and Ibn Ashur, in order to uncover the role of these verbs
in constructing Qur’anic meaning.The study concludes that grammarians primarily
focused on the functional and structural aspects of invariable verbs, whereas
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exegetes employed them as tools for uncovering the subtleties of Qur’anic
expression and linking them to context, situation, and discourse purposes. The
research also demonstrates that invariable verbs play an important role in
strengthening meaning and highlighting rhetorical purposes such as praise, blame,
negation, hope, and initiation, in harmony with the rhetorical objectives of the
Qur’anic text. The significance of this study lies in its contribution to connecting
grammatical studies with exegetical analysis, highlighting the integration between
linguistic structure and meaning, as well as revealing the role of invariable verbs in
directing Qur’anic meaning and enriching argumentation and style.
Keywords: Semantic Significance of Invariable Verbs, Grammarians, Qur’anic
Exegetes, Invariable Verb, Grammatical Semantics, Exegetical Semantic
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