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The Intellectual Foundations of the Ismaili Shi‘a: The Book Zahr al-Ma‘ani
as a Model
Liwaa Fahem Jiyad
Lecturer at the Open Educational College — Najaf Al-Ashraf Center

Abstract

This study examines the intellectual foundations of the Ismaili Shi‘a, taking Zahr
al-Ma‘ant (The Blossom of Meanings) as a case study, as it is one of the texts
that reflects the doctrinal and intellectual structure of Ismailism and its approach
to understanding and interpreting religious texts. The research begins with an
introductory overview of the life of its author, the da‘1 Idris, in addition to
highlighting the significance of the book and discussing three principal themes
that constitute the foundations of Ismaili thought: Tawhid (Divine Unity),
Imamah (the Imamate), Wasayah (Designation of Succession), and Ta wil
(Esoteric Interpretation). The study seeks to clarify the Ismaili concept of
Tawhid and to reveal its connection with the doctrine of divine transcendence
and the epistemological dimension involved in comprehending the Divine
Essence. It then examines Imamah as the fundamental principle upon which the
Ismaili doctrinal system is built, considering the Imam a source of guidance and
an authoritative reference for the interpretation of religious texts and the
unveiling of their inner meanings.Particular attention is devoted to Ta wil,
which is presented as an epistemological and intellectual method based on
moving from the outward meaning of a text to its inner significance. This
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method plays a central role in shaping the Ismaili understanding of doctrine and
religious law

Keywords: Al-Da‘i Idris, Zahr al-Ma‘ani, Tawhid (Monotheism), Imamah and Wasiayah
(Leadership and Custodianship), Esoteric Interpretation (Batini Ta’ wil).
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