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Abstract

This review examines Orientalist engagement with the Holy Qur’an through two
interrelated dimensions: the translation of Qur’anic meanings and the interpretive
methods that shaped Western readings of the text. It argues that many difficulties in
Orientalist Qur’anic studies do not arise solely from linguistic transfer, but from
prior epistemological assumptions concerning revelation, prophethood, the origin of
the Qur’an, and the history of the text. These assumptions often influence lexical
choices, explanatory notes, surah arrangement, and comparisons with Jewish and
Christian traditions. The study adopts a critical analytical approach that surveys
major trends in Orientalist Qur’anic scholarship and evaluates examples of literal,
explanatory, and interpretive translation, together with philological, historicist, and
comparative methods. The review shows that some Western scholarship contributed
useful tools in cataloguing, editing, and linguistic inquiry; however, such
contributions do not remove the need to examine methodological bias, especially
when textual resemblance is treated as evidence of borrowing or when the Qur’an is
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read outside its internal exegetical and rhetorical system. The article concludes that
translating Qur’anic meanings is an institutional scholarly project requiring
cooperation among specialists in Arabic, tafsir, translation studies, and target-
language cultures, and that balanced critique should combine fairness, rigor, and
methodological awareness through dialogue.
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