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The Development of Future-Oriented Imagination in Children
Dr. Manar Abdullah Mohammed Al-Awadi
University of Al-Qadisiyah / College of Education / Department of Educational
and Psychological Sciences

The current study aimed to identify the development of future-oriented imagination
in children and to detect statistically significant differences according to the
variables of age and gender. To achieve these objectives, the researcher adopted
the Future Imagination in Children Scale developed by Atance & Meltzoff (2005),
after ensuring the availability of the necessary psychometric properties in terms of
validity and reliability. The scale was applied to a sample consisting of 200
children selected from several schools to represent different age groups. After
collecting and statistically analyzing the data, the results showed that the children
exhibited a good level of future-oriented imagination. The results also indicated
statistically significant differences in favor of age, while no significant differences
were attributed to gender. Furthermore, the findings indicated that future-oriented
imagination in children follows a developmental, stage-based trajectory, as 8-year-
old children demonstrated higher levels of future-oriented imagination compared to
6-year-old children. This is attributed to the maturation of the ability to mentally
represent non-present future scenarios. The data also showed that the level of
future-oriented imagination gradually increases with age, in agreement with
Piaget’s cognitive theory, which asserts that children’s cognitive development

occurs in gradual, organized stages rather than randomly or continuously.
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