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Abstract:
Michael Wright was more than just a conventional ambassador
relaying messages between his two governments he was an in-
fluential political actor who sought to lead the Baghdad Pact and
protect it from collapse. He warned that any Western hesitation
would destroy the . historic opportunity: that had brought to-
gether four Muslim countries in a single alliance Wright relied
on his extensive diplomatic experience to bolster the alliance:s
cohesion, but he failed to grasp the growing public anger within
Iraq, where the nationalist and leftist opposition viewed the Brit-
ish ambassador as a symbol of foreign domination,
Tensions escalated, Despite this, Michael Wright continued to
support the monarchy until the very end When the July 14, 1958
revolution broke out, his role abruptly shifted from defender of
the alliance to a diplomat attempting to negotiate with the new
regime. He discussed with Iraqgi republican officials the terms
for recognizing the revolution, trying to salvage what he could
of British interests. The research concludes that Michael Wright
embodied the archetype of the “imperial diplomat in decline ”

He tactically succeeded in maintaining the alliance for years, but
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strategically failed to contain the forces that ignited the revolu-
tion, thus ending an entire era of direct British influence in Iraq,
Moreover, Michael Wright’s role was not merely that of a tradi-
tional diplomat; it extended to actively influencing the course of
political events, making him a key player in the period preced-—
ing the July 14, 1958 revolution. This sheds light on the nature
of foreign influence in Iraq during the monarchy and offers an
analytical reading of the role of British diplomacy. In shaping the
political trajectory of Iraq prior to the republican transition,

Keywords: Michael Wright, Ambassador, July 14, 1958 Revolution,

Rovyalist, Republican
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