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Abstract
This study seeks to reconstruct the features of economic life in the city of Qom until the end of the fourth Hijri
century in light of Imamite narratives and the local Qomi text, while drawing on regional geographical works and
modern scholarship as supporting tools for verification and contextualization rather than as substitutes for the
primary corpus. The research problem arises from the predominance of confessional and hadith-centered readings
of Qom in many studies, whereas the city’s continuity as a scholarly and Imamite center presupposes a material
base founded on land, water, roads, taxation, and mechanisms of exchange. The study adopts the historical-
analytical method, together with internal source criticism and a synthetic reading of scattered evidence, while
adhering, as far as possible, to citation of directly verified pages. The study demonstrates that Qom was a
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structured rural-urban center connected to a known regional route within Jibal, and that its economy rested on a
clear system of water management, irrigated agriculture, orchards, and mills for processing agricultural output,
in addition to registers, land surveys, and tax regulations that reveal the measurability and administrative
regulation of production. Imamite narratives also reveal a practical knowledge of financial transfer mechanisms
and credit-based trust, as illustrated by the report of the suftaja, while the accounts of funds conveyed from Qom
and the Jibal region to the Imam and then to the deputies in Baghdad indicate the existence of an organized
confessional financial network based on established custom, agency, and verification. Likewise, the traditions
concerning the merit of visiting Fatima bt. Musa point to the emergence of a symbolic motive drawing movement
toward the city, thereby allowing us to speak of an early nucleus of a pilgrimage economy without exaggerating
its scale. The study concludes that a more precise interpretation of Qom’s economy requires viewing it as an
integrated structure that brought together agriculture, irrigation, milling, taxation, roads, financial transfer,
Imamite finance, and visitation. It recommends undertaking independent studies on Qom’s water system,
expanding the examination of Imamite agency texts, and adopting a rigorous verification standard for page
references in research based on premodern sources.

Keywords: Economic life; Qom; Fourth Hijri century; Imamite narratives.
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