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Abstract

This study reframes social trust as a measurable, reconstructable structural variable rather than an abstract moral
concept relegated to individual conscience. It seeks to unpack the dialectical relationship between trust and social
capital, and to mobilise this analysis toward an engineering approach to rebuilding the social fabric of fragile
societies whose bonds have been eroded by conflict, polarisation, and weak governance. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical method, the paper reads classical and contemporary sociological literature—from Durkheim and
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Tonnies to Bourdieu, Coleman, Putnam, Fukuyama, Luhmann, and Sztompka—and interrogates it through the
Khaldunian lens of asabiyya (group solidarity) and through foundational principles of the Qur'an and Sunnah
that establish trust (amanah) and fidelity to covenants as pillars of any trust regime. The study concludes that
social trust is amenable to quantitative diagnosis through indicators of networks, norms, and reciprocity; that
rebuilding it in fragile societies requires a gradual intervention combining institutional reform (trust in abstract
systems) with the repair of horizontal relations (interpersonal and intergroup trust); and that neglecting the
structural dimension of trust is among the deep causes behind the failure of post-conflict social reconstruction
programmes. The study is distinguished by grounding the question of trust jurisprudentially through
contemporary ijtihad, showing that Sharia offers an integrated system of trust founded on amanah
(trustworthiness), fidelity to contracts, truthfulness, and reconciliation among people; and that maqasid-oriented
ijtihad can guide and discipline the engineering of trust as a divinely mandated reform rather than a value-free
technique—making the paper a model of the impact of contemporary ijtihad in addressing societal issues.

Keywords: Social Trust, Social Capital, Fragile Societies, Social Cohesion, Structural Reconstruction,
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