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Abstract
This study addresses a mode of cultural change rarely examined despite its profound impact: silent cultural
shifts, the unannounced transformations that seep into collective consciousness through digital media and
technology without open declaration or confrontation, gradually reshaping national identity in ways difficult to
detect in real time. It aims to analyse the mechanisms of these covert shifts in the digital environment, to show
how they drive national identity from a solid, inherited construct toward a liquid, perpetually negotiated one,
and then to propose a balanced approach that preserves cultural specificity without closure and engages the

world without dissolution. Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, the paper reads contemporary sociological
and media literature—from McLuhan, Appadurai, Castells, Bauman, and Hall to Ritzer, Robertson, and
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Zuboff—and interrogates it through Ibn Khaldun's insight into the vanquished's fascination with imitating the
victor, and through the Qur'anic principle that makes mutual acquaintance among peoples the purpose of
diversity rather than a pretext for self-erasure. The study concludes that the danger of silent shift lies in its very
invisibility; that confronting it requires not rejecting technology but exercising critical awareness of it; and that
safeguarding national identity in the digital age is a proactive project grounded in producing meaning rather
than consuming it, and in transforming identity from an inheritance to be preserved into a project to be built.
The study is distinguished by grounding the question of identity jurisprudentially through contemporary ijtihad,
showing that Sharia offers a system for preserving identity founded on the objectives (magasid) of safeguarding
the community’s distinctiveness, on mutual acquaintance rather than assimilation, on moderation between
isolation and dissolution, on restraining identity-dissolving imitation, and on civilizational witness; and that
magqasid-oriented ijtihad can guide the preservation of identity as a religious duty rather than an isolationist
tendency—making the paper a model of the impact of contemporary ijtthad in addressing societal
issues.Keywords: Silent Cultural Shifts, National Identity, Contemporary Ijtihad, Objectives of Sharia
(Maqasid), Acquaintance not Assimilation, Moderation, Civilizational Witness. o
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