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Religious conditions in the ancient kingdom of Awsan in Yemen. 1
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Abstract:

The ancient Yemeni kingdom of Awsan, like other kingdoms in southern Arabia, possessed a pagan religious
system based on the worship of celestial bodies and natural phenomena. The god Athtar (representing the planet
Venus) was the kingdom's primary national deity, alongside other revered figures such as Wadd, the god of the
moon and love. The rulers of Awsan played a prominent religious role, holding the title of Mukarrib, a title that
combined political and priestly authority to legitimize their rule. The temples of Awsan, with their unique
architectural design and sacrificial altars, reflected the depth of their rituals and the advanced civilization of the
kingdom. Their religious practices were influenced by trade, leading to the integration of some deities with those
of neighboring cultures until the kingdom's fall. Keywords (Kingdom of Awsan, Athtar, Al-Amm, Musnad
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