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Abstract

This article examines the role of scholars in constructing political legitimacy in the Abbasid state during the
fourth Hijri century, a period marked by a widening gap between caliphal symbolism and effective executive
power without eliminating the need for legitimacy itself. The study is guided by a central question: how did
scholars, as bearers of knowledge and symbolic as well as institutional authority, participate in turning rule from
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mere domination into an order that could be understood, accepted, negotiated, or contested? The article adopts
a historical-analytical critical method based on reading historical, juridical, theological, and biographical texts
within their political and social contexts, while linking institutions, rituals, and scholarly functions to the
production and reproduction of legitimacy. The study is organized into four major sections. The first defines
the conceptual framework and the specific historical character of the fourth Hijri century. The second analyzes
the social and political location of scholars and the sources of their prestige and influence. The third examines
juridical and theological knowledge as a resource for constructing legitimacy or disputing it. The fourth focuses
on institutions of legitimacy such as the judiciary, grievances, the sermon, ceremonial protocols, and investiture,
as well as on patterns of interaction during crises and political transitions. The study concludes that Abbasid
political legitimacy in this period was produced not by caliphal lineage or military dominance alone, but by a
complex interaction among caliphal symbolism, effective power, normative knowledge, and the urban public
sphere. It also shows that scholars did not form a unified bloc; rather, their roles ranged from justification and
restriction to negotiation and contestation according to their institutional, social, and doctrinal positions. The
article recommends further comparative research on judges, naqibs, preachers, and theologians, as well as on
legitimacy across different Abbasid periods.

Keywords: Abbasid State; Fourth Hijri Century; Knowledge and Power; Political Legitimacy; Scholars.
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