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Abstract :
The novel, as a literary genre emerging from the realist tradition, has demonstrated a pronounced concern with
delineating the contours of the dwelling, representing social space, and reflecting its diverse manifestations, as
though it were an analogue of the human subject itself. The dwelling constitutes the visual embodiment of the
subject’s spatial positioning; through it, the conditions of characters are refracted, their positionalities discerned,
and upon it literary criticism founds its evaluations and judgments. Thus, the dwelling functions as a signifier
of the characters’ social stratum and as an index of their psychological disposition, manifested in either their
affinity for or estrangement from their domestic space The centrality of place is readily apparent, as it constitutes
a prominent thematic concern in world literatures, such as exile. Exile, in its essence, is fundamentally a relation
to place: it is an act of expulsion from one locale and subsequent emplacement within another. Consequently,
the presence of place emerges as a pervasive and dominant force in exile narratives, irrespective of their
religious, historical, or literary nature. Through place, the human subject apprehends his emplacement and
ontological existence; from it, he subsequently intuits his identitarian existence, followed by his social existence
and its gradations. It is through geographies that his macro-identity is delineated, whereupon his subsidiary
identities begin to emerge in accordance with spatial configurations.The French philosopher Gaston Bachelard

devoted a significant segment of his scholarship to reading representations of the dwelling from a
phenomenological perspective. He advanced an interpretive framework that penetrates the phenomenon of
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dwellings as the subject directs his intentional consciousness toward apprehending them, thereby elucidating
the imaginative constructs they engender within him or the latent memories they evoke. In accordance with this
orientation, the reading undertaken in this study seeks to examine representations of exilic spaces in selected
paradigms of the Iraqi exile novel. For the human subject is conceived as a physical being possessing presence
in time and space. Within the novelistic text, and more specifically in the Iraqi exile novel — which constitutes
the object of this study — one discerns a distinct representation of place through various configurations that
warrant critical reading and scholarly inquiry. The principal spatial structure therein is predicated upon two
salient axes: the homeland and the exile, from which proliferate innumerable spaces that are apprehended by
the horizons of reading and its hermeneutic apparatuses, as will be detailed in the subsequent pages of this study.
Key words: novel, spaces of exile, reading, hermeneutics, phenomenology
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