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The Communicative Function in the Styles of Vocative and
Imperative A Study in Samples from the Interpretive Narrations
of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)

Researcher: Karrar Muhammad Khalaf
Holy Hussaini Shrine / Holy Qur’an House
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Abstract:

This research studies the communicative function in
the styles of vocative and imperative in the interpretive
narrations of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), in order
to examine how these two styles are employed to convey
meanings and achieve intended purposes for the addressee.
The research discusses the various forms of the imperative
style, clarifying the communicative function of each form
according to context and purpose. It also focuses on the
purposes to which the two styles may extend, whether they
are a direct request, supplication and entreaty, or even
mockery and challenge, and highlights how the infallible
(peace be upon him) demonstrates exceptional mastery
in regulating language and selecting forms in a way that
matches the level of understanding and perception ability of
S the addressee, so that the intended meaning is conveyed
7%{;3; and moral and behavioral guidance is achieved.

The research concludes that studying the communicative
function in the styles of vocative and imperative reveals the
rhetorical and educational dimension of Qur’anic discourse
andthe narrations of the infallibles (peace be upon them), and
provides researchers and readers with tools to understand
the Qur’anic message and infallible guidance in an accurate
and comprehensive manner.
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Keywords: communicative function, vocative style,
imperative style, interpretation of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them).
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