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Establishment in Their Shi'i Conversion through Ibn Battuta’s Perspectives
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Abstract

This study explores the religious dimension of selected Ilkhanid Mongol rulers
after their conversion to Islam, highlighting the political, social, and spiritual
motives that shaped this transformation across different periods. Unlike much of
the existing scholarship, which concentrates on political and military structures,
this research focuses specifically on religion, examining the role of rulers whose
conversion strengthened Islam and promoted Shi'ism at a time of intense
doctrinal rivalry.Particular emphasis is placed on the scholarly seminary (hawza)
of Hilla, which developed into a leading center of Shi'i learning and theological
debate. Through intellectual engagement and the refutation of competing
doctrines, the Hilla seminary exerted a significant influence on certain Mongol
I[lkhans, contributing to their adoption of Shi'ism. The study relies heavily on the
accounts of the traveler Ibn Battuta, whose observations shed light on the
religious and intellectual life of Iraq during this era. Attention is also given to
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contextualizing aspects of his work Tuhfat al-Nuzzar fi Ghara'ib al-Amsar wa-
Aja'ib al-Asfar.The research outlines the Mongols’ background, traces the rise
and decline of the Hilla seminary and its transition to Najaf al-Ashraf, and
concludes with an analysis of the Islamization and Shi'i affiliation of Mahmud
Ghazan, Muhammad Khudabanda, and Abu Sa'id Bahadur Khan as reflected in
Ibn Battuta’s narratives

Keywords: Islam, Ilkhanids, scholarly seminary (hawza), Shi'ism, Ibn Battuta
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