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Abstract:

The jewelry and adornment industry in ancient Rome is considered one
of the highly significant aspects of civilization, as it reflects the level of
development on various fronts (artistic, economic, social, and religious). The
manufacture of jewelry and adornments in Rome was not merely an artistic
activity or a manifestation of luxury; rather, it was a mirror for expressing
social and religious identity, in addition to its role in sustaining the momentum
of commercial activity and cultural communication and interaction between
Rome and the various civilizations of the ancient world.
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Introduction:

This topic i1s of great importance in the field of historical and
civilizational studies, and it is relatively one of the few studies when compared
with studies of political, social, economic, and religious history. The study of
jewelry and adornments, and the methods and techniques of their
manufacture, does not merely provide an indication of artistic development,
but also reveals the development of societies and their intellectual systems, as
the manufactured jewelry and adornments constituted an essential part of the
social, religious, and economic identity of both the individual and Roman
society alike. The levels of creativity, precision, and mastery in the field of
their manufacture reflect the skill and creativity of goldsmiths and craftsmen
in ancient Rome.

Despite the importance of the jewelry and adornment industry and its
impact on Roman social, religious, and economic life, we note the scarcity or
absence of specialized Arabic studies in this field, compared with the
civilizations of the Ancient Near East. Therefore, through this research, we
were keen to refer to modern sources and international museums such as the
British Museum and the Metropolitan Museum and others, in order to obtain
information from their specialized fields and in accordance with the latest
scientific studies.

The research aimed to study the development of the Roman jewelry
industry, identify the sources of raw materials, review the methods and
techniques of manufacture, and analyze the social and religious implications,
relying on the descriptive and analytical approaches.

The research hypothesis was based on the fact that the jewelry and
adornment industry was not merely a manifestation of luxury, but also a
means of expressing identity and social status, in addition to its role and
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association with religious and funerary rituals. It also contributed to sustaining
commercial momentum across the Mediterranean Sea and long-distance trade
with India, the Arabian Gulf, and other countries and civilizations of the
ancient world.

Keywords: (Italy, Rome, Roman, jewelry, ornaments).
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