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Methods of Interpreting the Holy Qur’an According to Imam
Ali (peace be upon him): The Qur’anic Method, the Linguistic
Method, and the Thematic Method

Prof. Dr. Khawla Mahdi Shaker Al-Jarrah
University of Kufa / College of Figh
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Abstract:

The Holy Quran has, for the People of the House of
Prophethood (peace be upon them), a great status and a lofty
position; as the Imams (peace be upon them) clarified in many
of their sayings and hadiths the importance of this sacred divine
Book. They are also the first to have established, theorized, and
applied the sciences of the Qur’an.
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When we carefully consider the words of the Commander
of the Faithful (peace be upon him), we find in it a remarkable
and unique classification, unprecedented before; thus Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) was the one who set the foundations of the
sciences of the Qur'an and the innovator of its terminologies.
From here, it was necessary for there to be a specific group
specialized in the detailed understanding of Holy Qur’an, and
this specialized group is those whom the Exalted designated by
ruj explicit text, and purified them from impurity, and they are the
%}? People of the House of the prophet (peace be upon them), the
weight of the Qur’an and its counterpart.

=

3 /edB sl J\C%\
EEARIE 2E O

— )

sl

2
>
P YT 0I5

The science of interpretation has importance in eliciting
the speech of the Book of Allah, Glorified and Exalted, as the
other sciences are considered introductions for it; therefore, the
research deemed it appropriate to write on some of the methods
followed by Imam Ali (peace be upon him) in the interpretation
of Holy Qur’an. As for the research plan, it was divided into an
introduction, and a preliminary section in which the concept of
interpretation, the need for it, and its emergence were studied,
and three sections: the first studied the method of interpreting the
Qur’an by the Qur’an, the second explained the linguistic method
in interpretation, and the third included the thematic method and
its establishment, then the results, followed by the list of sources
and references.

Keywords: Imam Ali (peace be upon him), methods of
Qur’anic interpretation, the linguistic method, the thematic

method.
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