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Abstract
This study examines a qualitative shift in understanding the role of youth in social transformation: the move from
studying "protest action"—as a rejective reaction directed against an existing reality—to studying "the production
of developmental alternatives"—as a constructive, generative action that shapes a new reality through non-
institutional channels. It aims to analyse this shift in youth agency from a sociological angle, and then to ground it
jurisprudentially in light of contemporary ijtihad; for it holds that the developmental alternatives youth create—
voluntary work, community initiatives, social entrepreneurship—find their warrant and guidance in the objectives
of Sharia (maqasid), the communal obligations (furud al-kifaya), and the jurisprudence of civilisational building
(umran), stewardship (istikhlaf), and priorities. Adopting a descriptive-analytical method, the paper reads the
sociological literature on social movements and non-institutional action—from Tilly, Tarrow, Touraine, and
Castells to Bayat and Hirschman—interrogating it through the maqasid-oriented ijtihad of Ibn Ashur, al-Fasi, al-
Shatibi, al-Najjar, and al-Raysuni. It concludes that protest, though legitimate, remains an incomplete act unless

crowned by the creation of an alternative; that youth's non-institutional constructive action is a developmental
communal obligation the community undertakes when institutions fall short; and that contemporary ijtihad is the
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framework that transforms youth energy from a feared burden or an exhausted protest into a proficient, disciplined
developmental resource bound by the controls of legitimacy, consequence-assessment, and complementarity with
institutions.Keywords: Youth, Non-Institutional Transformation, Protest Action, Developmental Alternatives,
Contemporary Ijtihad, Communal Obligations, Jurisprudence of Civilisational Building. o
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