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Citizenship Values Embedded in the Arabic Language Textbook for

the Fourth Preparatory Grade: An Analytical Study
Luay Hamad Khudair Al-Douri
Luaithamad87@gmail.com
Ministry of Education / Diyala Directorate of Education +9647700835396
Abstract: This study aimed to identify the citizenship values embedded in the content
of the Arabic Language textbooks (Part One and Part Two) prescribed for fourth
preparatory grade students in Iraq for the academic year (2025-2026), and to
determine the extent of their balance and distribution across the curriculum
components. The importance of the study stems from the pivotal role played by Arabic
language curricula in shaping students’ awareness, strengthening national belonging,
and building the personality of an active citizen capable of confronting contemporary
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challenges. To achieve the objectives of the study, the researcher adopted the
descriptive approach using the content analysis method. The study sample consisted
of the entire research population (the content of both textbook parts). Introductions
and indexes were excluded, while the analysis was limited to reading texts, linguistic
applications, and literary materials. The researcher also designed a content analysis
instrument that included three main dimensions: political, social, and economic
values. The analysis relied on both explicit and implicit ideas as the unit of analysis
and frequency as the unit of enumeration. The validity and reliability of the instrument
were verified using Holsti’s formula. The findings revealed several important
conclusions. The values of identity and belonging (such as pride in heritage and
history) ranked first, with a percentage weight of 15.6%, reflecting a clear orientation
toward the cultural and national development of learners. The content also
demonstrated a strong presence of social responsibility values (such as solidarity with
those in need), accounting for 11.7%. Furthermore, the curriculum showed a balanced
representation of rights and duties values (such as obedience to laws and fulfillment
of responsibilities). In contrast, the results indicated a noticeable weakness in
addressing work and development values and environmental preservation (2.6%), as
well as the value of voluntary work (3.5%). In light of these findings, the study
recommends reconsidering the curriculum content in order to allocate greater space to
values related to work, productivity, and environmental preservation. It also
recommends incorporating interactive educational situations that encourage voluntary
work, thereby contributing to the development of a well-rounded personality that
balances cultural authenticity with the demands of contemporary life.

Keywords: Citizenship Values, Arabic Language Textbook, Content Analysis,
Fourth Preparatory Grade, Values Education.
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